[Function of outer hair cells in patients with pseudoexfoliation].
In this study, we aimed to assess whether outer hair cell function in patients with pseudoexfoliation syndrome (PES) was affected or not. Thirty-two patients (21 males, 11 females; mean age 69.8+/-9.3 years; range 49 to 86 years) with the diagnosis of PES and 23 healthy subjects (12 males, 11 females; mean age 65.3+/-9.1 year; range 51 to 79 years) as control group were included in the study. All of the subjects were evaluated with pure tone audiometry, tympanometry, and transient otoacoustic emission tests. Sensorineural hearing loss was present in 28 patients with PES and in 13 healthy subjects (p<0.05). Transient otoacoustic emissions were present in 42 ears of patients with PES and in 32 ears of healthy subjects and there was no statistically significant difference between these two groups (p>0.05). Signal to noise ratios for PES and control groups were 5.1+/-4.4 dB and 5.2+/-4.2 dB, respectively (p>0.05). Our results confirmed the presence of sensorineural hearing loss in PES patients. However, we failed to show a difference in outer hair cell functions of this group. Further postmortem histopathologic studies are needed to delineate the causes of sensorineural hearing loss in patients with PES.